in the open where
St. Alexander Hotovitsky on

St. John of Kronstadt

those that needed
him could constantly
besiege the doors of
his simple dwelling

“Father John in some respects is the most
remarkable man in Russia to-day, and
certainly is the most talked of. He
represents a type all by itself in the
Russian Church, and no one has so vividly
brought home to the people its power and
potentialities with a complete leaving out
of all the ostentation, pomp, and grandeur
with which it formerly charmed and awed
the people.
“Those who have been wont to consider
Father John as a mystic or as a man of a
monastic cast of mind have erred. He is the
opposite. He took a wife, and he mingles
freely in the common life of the people,
and he enjoys a good joke. He is a strong
advocate of the living help, and he turned
his back on monastic orders just because
he felt he was needed and could be a
potent influence for good by remaining

in Cronstadt when he
is there, and the
crowds that gather at
railroad stations
during his many journeys through Russia
which occupy the greater part of his time
have shown that he was right.
“His influence reaches from the throne of
the Czar to the meanest hovel in Russia.
He takes from the abundance of the rich
with both hands and scatters it as freely
among those that need it. It is only
through the remarkable gifts he receives
that he has been able to maintain
something like twenty-five asylums and
institutions in different parts of Russia, of
which he is the founder.
“One charm about Father John is his
broadness. While orthodox in the essential
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meaning of that word, he makes no

John of Kronstadt summoned to the

distinction between those that follow his

Imperial Palace. Once he was sent for on

and other beliefs. He bestows his blessing

behalf of Princess Elizabeth [now St.

on all alike, for he recognizes as divine

Elizabeth the new-martyr], consort of

every channel through which a devout

Duke Sergius and a sister of the present

spirit and a realization of the highest life

Czarina. The Princess was ill and his

can flow into the human soul.

prayers were wanted. Father John is said to

“In his study you will find a desk, a bed
and some holy pictures. It is as simple as
the cell of a monk. He spends little time
there, however, for his time is mostly
taken up with relieving suffering among
the poor, comforting the dying, and on
missionary journeys. Were a call to attend
a deathbed at the other end of the empire
to reach Father John in the middle of the
night he would rise and take the first train.
“There are many in Russia who ascribe
supernatural powers to Father John. He
does not claim any, except the power of

have asked the Czar whether the Princess
had entered the Greek Church from
conviction or merely as a matter of policy
– she was a German and originally a
Lutheran. Astounded at his holiness, the
ruler of All the Russias sharply told the
prelate to mind his own business. Father
John drew himself to his full height, fixed
a penetrating glance on his imperial
master and replied:
“That is just what I am doing, your Majesty.
God, whose humble servant I am, demands
that this question should be answered.”

prayer. He is a firm believer in that, and

Whether it was answered or not is not

the most remarkable thing is that his

known. But when the Czar was dying in

prayers are very brief. But one cannot look

Crimea an urgent call was sent to Father

into his wondrous violet eyes without

John, and he was rushed across Russia on

feeling that the look in them is not of this

an imperial special [train] to the bedside

world. They seem to be looking, one

of the monarch.”

minute far beyond the border line of life,
and at other times they seem to penetrate

St. Alexander was rector of

into one’s very soul. Strangely, also, those

St. Nicholas Cathedral in

who have observed him during the last

New York from 1896 – 1914.

twenty-five years of his life – he is now

This abridged article was

over seventy – declare that age seems to
have wrought no change in his
appearance.

about his meeting with St.
John, given to the
Wilkes-Barre Times in 1904

During the lifetime of the late Czar
[Alexander III] he [Fr. John] was often St.
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By the 5th Century monasteries were
already becoming the centers of thought

Foster Mother of the Irish Saints
Saint Ita of Killeedy
January 11

throughout the European world. The
monastery that St. Ita founded became a
famous center of education for boys.
Despite living her life as a virgin, St Ita is
known in Ireland as the Foster Mother of

After Saint Brigid of Kildare, St. Ita of

God’s Saints, because so many of the

Kileedy is one of the most famous female

children she raised became holy.

saints in all of Ireland. Born to a noble
family in 480 AD in County Waterford,
St. Ita was the daughter of a powerful
chieftain and a princess that had
descended from the Gaelic High Kings of
Tara. However, as a young woman she
refused to be married and instead chose
to devote herself to Christ and live a
monastic life.
In the ancient Gaelic language, the word
“Ita '' means “to thirst” and Saint Ita is

certainly one whose soul thirsts for
holiness, but like many other girls born
in Ireland, before and since the 5th
century, St. Ita was actually born with
the name Deirdre. However, the name
she would be remembered by was given
to her through her devotion to God.
By contrast to the famous St. Brigid of
Kildare who traveled extensively, St Ita
lived her entire life at the foot of Sliabh
Luachra and founded a monastery in
that location where she remained until
the time of her repose in 570 AD.

Some of the children raised by St. Ita
who would later become saints include
St. Brendan the Navigator who is known
as one of the “Twelve Apostles of Ireland.”
During his famous travels St. Brendan
visited his foster mother and asked her
What three things most please God? She
answered him: A pure and faithful heart, a
simple spiritual life, and generous acts of
charity.
Then he asked; What three things are
most offensive to God? She replied: A
resentful heart, hateful words, and worship
of material things.
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St. Ita was remarkable for her ability to

Despite multiple attempts to destroy the

plant seeds of love for Christ in the

site, it remains a place of pilgrimage

hearts of young people that were her

today. Devotion to St. Ita is particularly

students. During her life she was highly

strong in Ireland to this day, where her

respected as a wise teacher and someone

grave site is still decorated with flowers

who cared for children. She was not only

and the name Ita is still quite common

known as a teacher, but as a healer with

for Irish baby girls. Her famous well is

extensive natural knowledge.

also known as “St. Brendan’s Well” and
“Well of the Wethers” and can still be
visited in modern day Munster, Ireland.

The ruins of Cill Ide, built over St. Ita’s monastery.

Sadly the original monastery of St. Ita
was destroyed by Viking invaders in the
ninth century. A Romanesque church
(Cill Ide) was built over its ruins,
however that too failed to survive.
In the ruins of Cill Ide, a natural spring
and well that is associated with St. Ita is
reported to have healed the afflictions
and even smallpox of children who were
brought to wash in its waters. These
healings have been reported for
centuries and even as recently as the

By a flood of tears you made the desert
fertile, and your longing for God brought
forth fruits in abundance.
By the radiance of miracles you illuminated
the whole universe!
O our holy mother Ita, pray to Christ our God
to save our souls!

modern era.
Troparion — Tone 8

4

out of the prison. Peter followed, not
sure if what he was seeing was actually

The Precious Chains of St. Peter

happening or if he was having a vision.

January 16

Christ the Rock radiantly glorifies
the Rock of Faith, the first-enthroned of the
disciples. He calls us to honor the miracles
wrought through Peter’s chains so that He
may grant us forgiveness of our sins.
Kontakion — Tone 2

In the Book of Acts (12: 1-11) is the story
of the Apostle Peter being captured by
Herod Agrippa and imprisoned for the
crime of preaching the good news of
Christ. Herod was, at that time, King in
Jerusalem and had recently executed
James, the brother of John, which had
made him very popular with the people
there.
St. Peter was in serious danger for his
life and held under tight security,
spending his nights sleeping in chains
between two armed guards. However all
of the church was praying fervently to
God for his sake. It was then that an
angel of the Lord illuminated the prison
cell and “smote Peter on the side, and
raised him up.” That is to say, the angel
struck him hard enough to wake him up
and instructed a bewildered Peter to put
on his sandals, clothes and follow him

The angel opened gate after gate as Peter
followed after, until finally he was
standing on the streets outside of the
prison. The angel departed from him,
and sometime after Peter “was come to
himself” he realized that what he had
experienced was all too real.
This was only the beginning of the story
of the precious chains of Saint Peter.
Like many objects associated with
miraculous occurrences, early Christians
gathered the chains that held St. Peter
during his time in Herod’s prison and
held them as holy relics. For three
centuries the chains were kept in
Jerusalem where they began to draw the
faithful who experienced healing of
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diseases and afflictions in their

However, when Constantinople was

presence.

conquered by the Turks in 1453, the
Chains were lost, and now the only

Eventually the chains were moved. The

Roman part of the chain remains.

Patriarch Juvenal presented the chains to
Eudokia, wife of the emperor Theodosius
the Younger, and she in turn transferred
them from Jerusalem to Constantinople
in either the year 437 or 439.
The chains were given as a gift to her
daughter, Eudoxia, who then presented a
link of the chains to Pope Leo I in Rome;
Leo was best known for meeting with
Attila the Hun and persuading him not to
invade Italy. Legend claims that when
Pope Leo I compared Eudoxia’s chains to
those used to incarcerate Peter before
his martyrdom, the two miraculously
fused together. Eudoxia, who is also the
wife of Emperor of Valentinian III, built
a church on the Esquiline hill dedicated
to the Apostle Peter and placed the
chains in it.
A fragment of the chains was preserved
in honor of St. Peter in Constantinople,
not far from Hagia Sophia. Anthony from
Novgorod, who made a pilgrimage to
Constantinople in 1200, wrote that he
“..saw the iron chains of St. Peter, framed
in a golden icon. The Patriarch and all

The Precious Chains of St. Peter on display in Rome.

These remaining chains are now kept in
a reliquary under the main altar in San
Pietro in Vincoli, Italy, and On January 16,
the chains of Saint Peter are brought out
for public veneration.
It is not unusual for Orthodox Christians
to venerate sacred objects that have
come into contact with the sacred. The
faith engendered by their presence often
results in other miraculous events.
Objects, relics, as well as garments and
many other examples exist; such as the
hospital shirt of St. Nektarios of Aegina,
these precious items have given comfort
and healing to the bodies of those who
came into contact with them.

people kiss the chains of St. Peter on the
holiday of Chains.”
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for your support of

St. James Nativity Play

The Quinn House

Thank you Tara Freeman, St. James Kids

Christmas Angels Toy Drive

and volunteers.

Thank You, St. James!

During this Nativity Season,
The St. James Sunday School Class made
Christmas Greeting Cards for Patients in the
Hospital:

The Christmas Angels toy drive helps to
make the toy dreams of children come true.
This year St. James Donated over 50 Toys
for children at The Quinn House!
Thank You all for making that possible!

Metropolitan Election

January 8, 2023
voting will take place after
Divine Liturgy
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On Marriage and
Family Life: St. John
Chrysostom
In an era where
marriage and family
life are constantly
being redefined
according to the
standards of the
popular culture, these sermons of St
John Chrysostom offer an important
corrective to this view. Although himself
a monk, Chrysostom had a profound
understanding of the needs of his
congregation. Inspired by the epistles to
the Corinthians and Ephesians, he
discusses the reasons God instituted
marriage: primarily to promote holiness
of the husband and wife, the mutual
responsibilities of marriage, and
parenting. Chrysostom's sermons have
timeless relevance for the Christian
family.

Black Eyed Peas with Collard Greens
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 garlic clove, minced
8 cups chopped collard green
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
2 cans (15-1/2 ounces each) black-eyed
peas, rinsed and drained
4 plum tomatoes, seeded and chopped
1/4 cup lemon juice
2 tablespoons grated Parmesan cheese
In a Dutch oven, heat oil over medium heat. Add
garlic; cook and stir 1 minute. Add collard greens,
salt and cayenne; cook and stir 6-8 minutes or until
greens are tender. Add peas, tomatoes and lemon
juice; heat through. Sprinkle servings with cheese.

St. James Orthodox Church is a mission of
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America.

1651 Horizon Pkwy NE #400
Buford, GA 30518
770-639-3641
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